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When the Pig Deva appears, the Tamers find themselves outmatched and unable to keep the
situation discreet--Vikaralamon is larger than life and wrecking havoc. One of the biggest
improvements in evidence within "Tamers" is the approach to storytelling in individual episodes.
About half of "Adventure" and the majority of "02" took a more straightforward approach, following
one major storyline. "Tamers" has the advantage of multiple parties with substantial agendas worthy
of exploration, one of the many benefits that came from including something like Hypnos. As a
result, we often get multiple, clear plot strands.
That being said, this can be a double-edged sword, as sometimes, like in this episode, one gets the
feeling that the show is coasting on its habit of cramming multiple subplots into a single episode. The
result in "The Boar Wars" is a mishmash of underdeveloped matters. However, this is obviously a
prelude episode, and the fact that everything ultimately converges and leads into the next chapter
makes up for any issues.
Notably, it contains perhaps the best moment between Henry and his sister, Susie, who is, frankly,
one of the more irritating characters in the series. I don't care if it's realistic that she acts so childish.
Realistic does not preclude annoying. Even so, I found it kind of saddening to watch Henry take
Terriermon from her without any explanation, when she really seemed to need him to feel safe. It
hints that Henry will eventually make an effort to bond with her, despite her tendency to bug him.
Unfortunately, this sibling relationship will fall victim to its own mundaneness and gratuitousness,
not to mention Susie's childish antics. I sometimes wonder why Henry's other siblings were not made
regular characters instead. It would have been far more interesting to learn of the dynamic between
him and his older sister, Jaarin. But I digress.
Follow-up includes Jeri wanting to learn how to actually play the card game, no doubt to prove that
she is capable of being a tamer. I like this, as it plays off of the naivety that the writers are obviously
aiming for and allows her to bond a little with Rika, although this will be the closest they come to
having a substantial conversation. Henry learns some information about the Devas that will be
expanded upon in "Shibumi Speaks". Progress is made on the new work in Hypnos, and I particularly
liked how Yamaki shut Janyu up by pointing out that the safety of the city is more important than
discoveries on A.I.
The build-up to the triple matrix digivolution wants to be more thoughtful than it really is, with the 3
kids summoning the resolve to protect their loved ones. I like the idea of making use of their little
moments at the beginning of the episode, but the emotional core is lacking. The problem is that the
situation, pertaining to the effect it could have on the characters, isn't utilized to its fullest. Rather
than bringing remorse over earlier interactions with their relatives and encouraging determination to
secure the opportunity to make amends after the current crisis, most of these flashbacks and the
moments they recount are just dropped in so the kids can realize that their parents do care. In Rika's
case it feels mechanical, and with Takato even more so, since there's nothing substantial about the
relationship he has with his parents, and thus no reason to care. Henry's flashback, ironically
enough, is the only one that works, providing perspective and context, and will be followed up on
wonderfully in "The Journey Begins". The whole "wishing for a blue card" thing seems contrived, but
will receive clarification down the line.
Vikaralamon is a great new foe, and the sight of all 3 ultimate level digimon facing him really gets
you ready for the next episode. 7cb1d79195
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